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- Print on Demand Neuware - Essay from the year 2008 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
Peace and Conflict Studies, Security, grade: 1,3, University of Münster (Institut für PolitikwissenschaJ), course:
Theater Missile Defense in Europe and Asia - A Comparison, language: English, abstract: Strengthening a
country's defences should neither alarm its neighbours nor lead to an arms race. Despite this theoretical
cognition of political sciences, the People's Republic of China sees Ballistic Missile Defence as a threat to its
national security. The aim of this essay is to explain why the BMD systems of the USA are threatening China's
national security. I will show that it is mainly a psychological discourse. Although, or precisely therefore, it is
very important for the understanding of China's position and assumptions. We will understand that China faces
a security dilemma which is threatening the national security and ultimately lead to an arms race. I will show
that the technical aspects here are not as important as the psychological implications. Missile Defence 'hints at
the psychological side of international politics.' The US's BMD systems may not work well enough to be
technically a real threat to any country, but the development and instalment causes China's threat perceptions.
BM is used 'as a saber-rattling show of force, for intimidation in order to reach a political goal or simply as
deterrence against a perceived outside threat or imminent attack.' For the People's Republic of China there are
two main issues: First, a period of strategic transition between the United States of America and the People's
Republic of China and second, the US transfer of advanced PAC-3 Systems to Taiwan. 'The negative impact of
missile defense...
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