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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .is unique in that its ceremonies, ritual, and legends are founded on the
history and traditions of the English people. The revival of Freemasonry in England, in 1717, carried along and
emphasized historical and traditional incidents which long antedated records aEecting the British Isles. A split
from or an imitation of the Freemasons of 1830 to 1845, or an antagonism to them, resulted in the founding of
a Lodge of Odd Fellows, in 1745, and remains to this day a mighty organization, but one which has betrayed the
thumb-marks of Freemasonry on its pages. The Loyal Order of Orangemen, organized later in the eighteenth
century, while entirely unlike Freemasonry as to objects and ritualistic material, is also built along lines
borrowed from Masonic trestle boards. Bnt with Forestry a new departure was made. By 1813 Freemasonry was
the only widespread, international secret society in the United Kingdom. It was growing rapidly, and had
already become powerful, not only from the character of its membership, but from the fact that it had just
healed a mighty schism of more than half a century s duration. The Odd Fellows, too, were relatively strong in
number at that time, but more preferred by the people as distinct from the classes. That Order was even then
giving evidence of its strength through the secession of a largo share of its members, who formed what has
since become the main branch or stem of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Manchester...
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